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never heard before it was given, but which we now
hear of as occurring almost every year — while the
Ships are either Coming from or returning to france.
This results from a just punishment by God, who
causes the destruction by water of what had been
wickedly gained by brandy; and these wrecks should
have prevented the transportation of the liquor, in
order to avoid the evil use that would be made of it.
If That permission be not revoked by a prohibition to
the Contrary, we no longer have occasion to remain in
any of our missions up here, to waste the remainder
of ourlivesand all our efforts in purely useless labor,
under the dominion of Continual drunkenness and of
universal immorality — which are no less permitted to
the traders in brandy than is the trade itself, of which
they are both the accompaniment and the sequel.

If his majesty desire to save our missions and to
support the Establishment of Religion, as we have
no Doubt he does, we beg him most humbly to
Believe What is most true, namely: that there is no
other means of doing so than to abolish completely
the two Infamous sorts of Commerce which have
brought the missions to the brink of destruction, and
which will not long delay in destroying these if they
be not abolished as soon as possible by his orders,
and be prevented from ever being restored. The
first is the Commerce in brandy; the second is the
Commerce of the savage women with the french.
Both are carried on in an equally public manner,
without our being able to remedy the evil, because
we are not supported by the Commandants. They—
far from attempting, when we undertake to remon-
strate with them, to check these trades —themselves
carry them on with greater freedom than do their



